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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  SUNDERLAND. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 


I  hereby  present  my  thirteenth  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
Services  of  the  Borough  drawn  up  in  connection  with  instructions 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health.  These  instructions!  result  in  a  very 
much  curtailed  report  during  the  period  of  the  War,  although  certain 
statistical  information  is  being  retained  in  order  to  effect  a  con¬ 
tinuity  of  the  work  of  the  Department  which  will  be  of  value  in 
future  years.  It  will  be  noted  that  there  has  been  a  considerable 
curtailment  in  the  written  part  of  the  report,  in  some  instances 
tables  only  being  recorded.  Many  items  which  usually  appear  have 
been  omitted  entirely  and  those  which  have  been  retained,  have  been 
dealt  with  as  briefly  as  possible. 

The  publication  of  this  report  has  been  delayed  owing  to  the 
not  unnatural  lateness  of  the  statistics  supplied  through  the 
Registrar-General Isi  'Office ;  these,  which  are  usually  available  in 
April,  were  not  received  until  the  end  of  September. 

The  work  of  the  Department,  covered  by  this  Report,  occurred 
during  eight-  months  of  peace-time  conditions  and  four  months  of 
war-time  measures  and  the  figures  relating  to  the  health  of  tin 
Borough  which  I  am  able  to  publish  are  enirely  satisfactory. 

The  birth-rate  of  18  5  is  the  lowest  on  record,  there  being  109 
fewer  births  than  in  1938  which  was  the  previous  lowest  on  record 
in  the  Borough. 

The  general  death-rate  of  13  7  is  DO  per  1,000  higher  than  1938, 
there  being  2,453  deaths  compared  with  2,325  for  the  previous  year. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  of  75  per  1,000  births  is  slightly 
higher  than  the  previous  year  which  was;  the  lowest  on  record. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  of  2 ’82  (death-rate  per  1,000 
births)  is  the  lowest  on  record  for  the  Borough.  It  is  always 
dangerous  to  state  dogmatically  a  cause  for  any  favourable  decline 
in  mortality  but  I  think  that  the  Midwives’  Act  has  been  in  force 
now  for  a  sufficiently  long  period  of  time  to  place  the  credit  upon 
the  Municipal  Midwives  and  Hospitalisation  for  this  very  satis¬ 
factory  position. 

The  Maternity  &  Child  welfare  work  has  been  carried  on  under 
restricted  conditions.  At  the  beginning  of  September  it  was  con¬ 
sidered  inadvisable  to  congregate  large  numbers  of  mothers  and 
babies  in  the  centre  of  the  Borough  ,s,o  that  only  those  clinics  at  the 
periphery  were  carried  on.  Unfortunately,  owing  to  the  desirability 
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of  mothers  attending  and  dispersing  asi  quickly  as.  possible,  the  social 
activities  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Association  were  temporarily 
suspended. 

The  inspection  and  supervision  of  food  supplies  have  been  of 
the  greatest  importance  during  the  year  and  much  energy  has  been 
put  into  the  inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods  which  have  been 
rationed  for  the  war  period.  Your  Meat  &  Food  Inspectors  have  also 
taken  the  necessary  precautions  in  the  event  of  the  contamination  of 
foodstuffs  by  poisoned  gases.  It  is  mentioned  in  the  body  of  the 
report  the  proximity  to  which  the  Borough  is  arriving  in  the  nature 
of  centralised  slaughtering. 

The  work  of  the  Municipal  Hospital  is  shown  very  briefly  in  the 
Report  of  the  Medical  Superintendent.  Building  extensions  have 
been  rendered  impossible  although  those  buildings  which  were  nearing 
completion  were  allowed  to  be  finished.  The  Nurses’  Home  was 
opened  towards  the  latter  part  of  the  year  and  is  a  magnificent 
building  for  housing  a  staff  worthy  of  the  Institution. 

As  regards  Infectious  Diseases  there  was  a  slight  increase  only 
in  the  mortality  from  measles,  whooping-cough,  and  diphtheria. 
As  regards  the  future,  with  the  badly  ventilated  conditions  which 
invariably  follow  black-out  precautions  and  with  the  crowding 
together  of  children  in  public  shelters,  we  can  expect  a  further 
increase  in  the  incidence  of  those  diseases  which  are  commonly  due 
to  the  ‘  droplet  ’  infection.  Tuberculosis  shows  a  decrease  both  in 
the  number  of  notifications  and  deaths.  During  war  conditions 
there  is  a  tendency  for  this  disease  to  increase  and  all  measures  will 
be  taken  to  endeavour  to  prevent  this. 

Many  of  your  staff  are  engaged  in  Air  Raid  Precaution  work 
and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  record  that  the  work  which  they  have  put  in 
has  proved  satisfactory  and  highly  efficient  when  they  have  been 
tested  by  actual  engagements.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  accord  my  thanks 
to  all  my  staff,  doctors,  nurses,  inspectors  and  clerks  for  the  very 
efficient  way  in  which  they  have  carried  out  their  duties  under 
difficult,  changing  and  abnormal  conditions. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Sunderlaaid. 

October ,  19  40, 


A.  S.  HEBBLETHWAITE. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  SUNDERLAND. 


SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  BOROUGH. 


Area. — The  area  of  the  Borough  is  6,959  acres  exclusive 
of  foreshore  and  tidal  waters. 

Population. — Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 

(a)  resident  population,  mid-year,  1939  182,500 

(b)  average  population  appropriate  to 

calculation  of  death-rates .  178,800 

Inhabited  Houses. — The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the 
end  of  1939,  according  to  the  Rate  Books,  was  37,093. 


Rateable  Value. — The  rateable  value  at  1st  April,  1940, 
was  £972,059  and  the  product  of  a  penny  rate  for  1938-39  was 
£3,702. 

Chief  Industries  and  Unemployment. — The  chief  industries 
of  the  Borough  are  shipbuilding  and  repairing,  marine  engin¬ 
eering  and  allied  industries,  coal  mining  and  furniture  and  glass 
manufacture.  Trade  has  been  good  in  all  the  principal  indus¬ 
tries  with  the  exception  of  the  furniture  trade  in  which  there  has 
been  a  decline  due  to  the  international  situation. 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year: — 

Total.  M.  F. 

Live  Births — -Legitimate  .  3,278  1,618  1,660 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  115  59  56 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population  ..<  ...  ...  ...  —  I8’5 


Stillbirths  (Legitimate  130,  Illegitimate  5)  ....  144  63  81 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  —  19-4 

Deaths  .  2,453  1,27 2  1,181 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  average 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  13  ‘7 

(Xon -civilian  deaths  registered  after  the  3rd  September  are  excluded). 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes: — 

Deaths. 

Rate  per  1,000 

Puerperal  sepsis  ... 

2 

0-56 

Other  puerperal  causes  ... 

8 

2-26 

Total 

...  10 

2-82 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  inte  nts  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  ... 


Death  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

,,  Measles  (all  ages) 


>3 


3) 


}} 


Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  j'ears  of  age) 


75 

75 

139 

311 

9 

16 

68 


j  j 
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Causes  of  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Calendar  Year  1939. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined 
occurring  within  or 

ages  of  “Residents”  whether 
without  the  District. 

CAUSES  of  death 

Sex. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

1  and 

under 

2  years. 

2  and 

under 

5  years. 

5  and 

under 

15  years 

15  and 

under 

25  years 

25  and 

under 

35  year* 

35  ami 

under 

45  years 

45  and 

under 

55  years 

55  and 

under 

65  years 

65  and 

under 

75  years 

75  and 
over 

1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid 
Fevers 

M 

F 

.  . 

2.  Measles  . 

M 

3 

3 

F 

6 

2 

3 

1 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

M 

1 

1 

F 

.  , 

4.  Whooping  Cough  . . 

M 

6 

4 

1 

1 

F 

10 

6 

2 

. 

9 

5.  Diphtheria  .. 

M 

16 

6 

10 

F 

15 

4 

11 

6.  Influenza  . 

M 

11 

1 

1 

1 

9 

1 

9 

F 

16 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4. 

O 

1 

1 

A 

7.  Encephalitis  Lethargica  . . 

M 

4 

1 

1 

9 

F 

5 

1 

1 

8.  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

M 

3 

1 

1 

1 

F 

1 

.  .  . 

. . 

1 

9.  Tuberculosis  of 

M 

53 

7 

11 

13 

A 

14 

6 

o 

respiratory  system 

10.  Other  Tuberculous 

F 

54 

22 

6 

M 

12 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

O 

z 

1 

Diseases  . . 

F 

15 

1 

1 

3 

6 

3 

i 

11.  Syphilis  . 

M 

6 

1 

3 

1 

1 

F 

1 

1 

12.  General  paralysis  of  the 

insane,  tabes  dorsalis  . . 

13.  Cancer,  malignant  disease. 

M 

7 

1 

1 

9 

o 

I 

F 

1 

1 

M 

160 

1 

7 

94 

A  1 

9Q 

F 

151 

ii 

x 

Ol 

*±  l. 

A  1 

da 

A  9 

Zif 

op. 

14.  Diabetes 

M 

8 

1 

o  I 

1 

1 

1 

ZO 

3 

Q 

F 

14 

1 

1 

9 

A 

o 

15.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

M 

40 

1 

6 

A 

a 

o 

1  A. 

1  3 

F 

60 

1 

16 

48 

40 

22 

107 

86 

3> 

15 

102 

147 

l 

16.  Heart  Diseases 

M 

304 

4 

11 

9 

25 

16 

F 

313 

2 

9 

4 

17.  Aneurysm 

M 

5 

2 

F 

18.  Other  circulatory  diseases. 

M 

97 

4 

15 

39 

99 

39 

45 

12 

12 

4 

7 

F 

91 

5 

19.  Bronchitis 

M 

54 

6 

1 

3 

1 

1 

7 

7 

16 

1  ^ 

F 

47 

4 

1 

2 

3 

9 

8 

9 

5 

4 

20.  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . . 

21.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

M 

F 

M 

89 

66 

11 

29 

22 

5 

1 

5 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

6 

4 

14 

3 

4 

10 

8 

i 

F 

7 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

22.  Peptic  ulcer  . . 

M 

13 

5 

2 

9 

1 

F 

2 

1 

x 

23.  Diarrhoea,  &c. 

M 

50 

37 

5 

1 

1 

3 

i 

2 

F 

32 

18 

8 

3 

1 

i 

1 

24.  Appendicitis . 

M 

6 

2 

1 

2 

1 

F 

4 

2 

1 

1 

25.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  .. 

M 

3 

2 

i 

F 

26.  Other  diseases  of  liver  etc. 

M 

6 

4 

F 

13 

4 

4 

2 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases.. 

M 

F 

25 

26 

1 

3 

. 

1 

2 

5 

8 

1 

2 

1 

4 

3 

6 

4 

5 

2 

3 

14 

28.  Acute  &  Chronic  Nephritis 

M 

40 

1 

5 

2 

Q 

3 

10 

r, 

7 

F 

31 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

7 

29.  Puerperal  Sepsis  . . 

F 

2 

1 

1 

80.  Other  puerperal  causes 

F 

8 

4 

4 

31.  Congenital  Debility,  Pre¬ 

mature  Birth,  Mal¬ 
formation,  etc . 

32.  Senility  . 

M 

59 

58 

1 

F 

69 

68 

1 

M 

17 

6 

5 

1  1 

F 

28 

99 

o  t>.  oUlCKie 

M 

13 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

?4  Other  violence 

35.  Other  Defined  Diseases  .. 

36.  Causes  ill-defined  or 

F 

6 

1 

9 

3 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

59 

39 

91 

68 

2 

2 

5 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

2 

4 

2 

1 

6 

5 

8 

4 

7 

3 

5 

2 

5 

2 

6 

8 

3 

1 

8 

6 

7 

2 

13 

11 

7 

1 

11 

13 

12 

6 

25 

13 

5 

11 

6 

7 

uiiKnown  . . 

F 

Totals  . 

M 

F 

1272 

1181 

144 

118 

18 

18 

27 

26 

36 

41 

42 

46 

48 

44 

64 

50 

144 

116 

191 

169 

312 

252 

246 

311 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  BOROUGH. 


A  detailed  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Public  Health  Services 
is  given  at  the  beginning  of  this  Report. 


Laboratory  Facilities. — There  have  been  no  new  develop¬ 
ments  or  changes  during  the  year.  The  following  is  a  summary 
of  the  work  done  by  the  Department  of  Pathology  and  Bacteri¬ 
ology  at  the  Sunderland  Royal  Infirmary  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Borough  Bacteriologist : — 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  EXAMINATIONS. 


No.  of 
Specimens. 

Throat  Swabs  for  Diphtheria  Bacillus  ...  ...  ...  3438 

Throat  Swabs  for  Virulence  Tests  ...  ...  ...  37 

Throat  Swabs  for  Vincent’s  Angina  ...  ...  ...  48 

Throat  Swabs  for  Haemolytic  Streptococci  .  180 

Sputum  for  Tubercle  Bacillus  ...  ...  ...  ...  1764 

Milk  for  Guinea  Pig  Inoculation  ...  ...  ...  63 

Milk  for  Methylene  Blue  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

Milk  for  Coliform  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  32 

Agglutination  (Widal)  Test  for  Typhoid  Group  ...  42 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fluid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Water  from  Swimming  Bath  ...  .  6 

Water  for  B.Coli  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  16 

Blood  Cultures  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

U r me  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Blood  Films .  ...  ...  .  ...  2 

Blood  Sugar  Curves  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Miscellaneous  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  20 


Total  .  6817 
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Ambulance  Facilities. — The  ambulance  facilities  are  the 
same  as  reported  fully  in  my  1938  Report  and  are  adequate  for 
the  present  needs  of  the  Borough. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
ambulances  during  the  year  : —  * 


MUNICIPAL  HOSPITAL:— 


On  Relieving  Officer’s  order  to  Hospital  ...  ...  174 

On  Relieving  Officer’s  order  to  Institution  ...  ...  281 

On  County  Relieving  Officer’s  order  to  Hospital  ...  2 

On  County  Relieving  Officer’s  order  to  Institution  ...  6 

On  Medical  Practitioner’s  recommendation  ...  ...  2261 

Local  cases  transferred  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  575 

County  cases  transferred  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Cases  transported  for  miscellaneous  treatment...  ...  189 

Night  cases  admitted  to  Hospital  for  Infectious 

Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Miscellaneous  calls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  207 
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HOSPITAL  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND 


GRIND ON  HALL:— 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  158 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  420 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Influenzal  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  .  16 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Enteric  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  183 
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Nursing  in  the  Home. — -The  Sunderland  District  Nursing 
Association  has  again  done  much  valuable  work  in  co-ordination 
with  the  Infant  Welfare  Department. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics.— These  are  dealt  with  else¬ 
where  in  the  Report. 

Hospitals. — These  are  dealt  with  elsewhere  in  the  Report. 


Institutional  Medical  Services. — There  have  been  no  new 
developments  during  the  year  in  the  arrangements  for  the 
administration  of  the  institutional  medical  services. 


Poor  Law  Medical  Out-relief. — This  is  the  same  as  in  the 
previous  year : — 

(a)  Number  of  medical  relief  districts .  J 

(b)  Number  of  districts  included  in  (a)  in  which  the 

“  open  choice  ”  system  of  medical  relief  has 
been  introduced  . Nil. 

(c)  Number  of  district  medical  officers  .  J 

(d)  Number  of  officers  included  in  (c)  whose  whole 

time  is  devoted  to  public  health  service . Nil. 

Institutional  Provision  for  the  Care  of  Mental  Defectives. — 

There  have  been  no  alterations  or  developments  in  the  institu¬ 
tional  provision  for  the  care  of  mental  defectives. 


On  the  31st  December,  1939,  there  were  155  cases  in 
Prudhoe  Hall  Colony  and  16  cases  on  licence  from  that 
Institution. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


The  number  of  Infant  Welfare  Centres  remained  the  same 
as  in  the  previous  report,  i.e.,  17,  until  the  outbreak  of  war 
when  the  centres  were  unavoidably  closed  for  two  weeks. 
Morning  and  afternoon  sessions  were  then  opened  at  Grange- 
town,  Fulwell  and  St.  Mark’s.  The  first  two  halls  were  selected 
because  they  are  situated  in  non-congested  areas  of  the  Borough. 
There  is  ample  air-raid  shelter  accommodation  at  St.  Mark’s. 
The  social  side  of  the  Welfares  ceased  on  the  re-opening  and 
mothers  were  asked  to  attend  fortnightly  instead  of  weekly  to 
avoid  congestion.  Cases  requiring  special  observation  only 
were  advised  to  attend  weekly. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. — Attendances  have  been  well  maintained. 
Murton  St.  ante-natal  clinic  only  ceased  in  September  and  was 
not  re-opened.  Cases  from  this  department  are  now  medically 
examined  at  one  of  the  Lambton  St.  or  Hylton  Road  sessions. 

Attendances. 

Primary.  Subsequent. 

1937  2,572  ...  8,965 

1938  2,758  ...  12,245 

1939  2,645  ...  14,468 

Reports  on  the  patients’  condition  are  sent  after  each 
examination  to  the  doctor  or  midwife  booked  for  delivery. 

Post-Natal  Clinic. — During  the  year  190  new  cases  were 
examined  and  made  a  total  of  41 1  attendances. 

Non-V.D.  Clinic. — 109  new  cases  were  dealt  with  and  made 
407  attendances. 

Test  Feeding  Clinic. — 37  test  feeds  were  carried  out  in  cases  of 
difficulty  in  breast  feeding. 
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Immunisation. — During  the  year  461  pre-school  children  were 
protected  against  Diphtheria.  Post  Schick  tests  were  carried 
out  in  17  of  these  cases  and  all  proved  negative. 

282  school  children  were  protected  against  Diphtheria. 

65  school  children  were  only  partially  protected  as  they 
failed  to  attend  for  the  second  injection. 

Nutrition. — Until  September,  the  Joint  Council  of  Midwifery 
continued  to  send  monthly  supplies  of  Colact,  Ovaltine  and 
Marmite  for  distribution  amongst  expectant  mothers.  Full 
records  of  the  mothers’  condition  during  the  confinement  and 
puerperium  and  of  the  baby  were  returned  to  headquarters  at 
regular  intervals. 

The  National  Birthday  Trust  Fund  sent  for  distribution 
amongst  nursing  mothers  162  lbs.  Colact,  81  lbs.  Ovaltine  and 
40 J  lbs.  Marmite  per  month.  This  ceased  in  September. 

Free  grants  of  dried  milks,  cows’  milk,  various  preparations 
containing  iron  and  calcium  and  capsules  of  vitamin  D.,  Numol, 
Virol  and  Maltoline  and  Glucose  D.  may  be  prescribed  by  the 
medical  officers.  The  unemployment  benefit  standard  or  under 
is  the  scale  of  income  adopted  for  free  grants. 

Municipal  Midwifery  Service. — There  are  1 5  midwives  on  this 
staff  and  a  lay  supervisor.  Six  of  the  staff  are  State  registered 
nurses.  The  post-certificate  course,  of  one  month’s  duration, 
arranged  for  midwives,  beginning  in  September  at  the  Newcastle 
General  Hospital,  was  postponed  owing  to  the  war. 

During  the  year  the  following  cases  were  dealt  with  by 
these  officials. 

Confinements : — 

Midwifery  Cases,  1,006,  requiring  16,016  Nursing  Visits. 

Maternity  Cases,  219,  requiring  3,316  Nursing  Visits. 

Ante-Natal  Visits  to  these  cases,  4,767. 

Post-Natal  Visits  to  these  cases,  1,410. 
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District  Nursing  Association.— Four  midwives  continue  to 
practise  midwifery  in  the  Borough  as  Queen’s  Nurses,  as  per 
agreement  of  1st  January,  1938.  These  midwives  continue  to 
give  practical  instruction  to  pupil  midwives  for  the  second  part 
of  midwifery  training. 

Confinements : — 

Midwifery  Cases,  328,  requiring  8,749'  Nursing  Visits. 

Maternity  Cases,  201,  requiring  4,863  Nursing  Visits. 

(These  Nursing  Visits  include  the  Observation  Visits  made 
by  the  Training  Midwives). 

Ante-Natal  Visits  to  these  cases,  3,365. 

Post-Natal  Visits  to  these  cases,  79'3. 

Independent  Midwives.— One  independent  midwife  only  noti¬ 
fied  her  intention  to  practise  in  the  County  Borough  in  January, 
1939.  She  conducted  4  maternity  cases  and  63  midwifery 
cases.  One  independent  midwife  ceased  to  practise. 

Home  Helps. — This  scheme  continues  to  work  in  conjunction 
with  the  Guild  of  Help.  Full  details  were  set  out  in  the 
previous  report. 

During  the  year  10  Flome  Helps  were  employed  as  against 

5  in  1938. 

Dental  Treatment.— Pre-school  children  and  nursing  and 
expectant  mothers  were  treated  at  the  School  Dental  Clinic  at 
the  latter  part  of  sessions  normally  devoted  to  the  treatment  of 
school  children : — 

Mothers : — 

995  attendances  were  made. 

2,583  teeth  were  extracted. 

6  fillings  were  completed. 

83  attendances  were  made  for  dressings,  etc. 

Pre-school  Children: — 

710  attendances  were  made. 

1,193  teeth  were  extracted. 

34  dressings  were  applied. 
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Pre-school  Children. — The  following  are  the  figures  of  the 
number  of  children  attending  the  clinics  and  the  number  of 
attendances : — - 

195  children  made  943  attendances  at  the  Minor  Ailments 
Clinic. 

710  attendances  for  treatment  were  made  at  the  Dental 
Clinic. 

137  children  were  examined  suffering  from  defective 
vision,  and  glasses  were  prescribed  in  32  cases. 

28  children  made  53  attendances  at  the  Aural  Clinic. 


Orthopaedic  Scheme.  -During  the  year  children  under  the 
age  of  five  years  suffering  from  some  physical  defect  were 
referred  to  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  for 
treatment : — 

No.  of  new  patients  in  1939 

No.  of  old  patients  who  received  treatment 
in  1939  ••• 

Total  number  of  treatments... 

Total  number  of  times  seem  by  doctor 

Operations 

No.  of  appliances  supplied  in  1939  ...  20 


72 


24 
5  88 
275 

23 


Surgical  Appliances. — 34  mothers  and  22  children  under 
five  years  of  age  were  supplied  with  surgical  appliances  and  S9 
children  were  supplied  with  spectacles. 


Blind  Persons  Act. — Seven  pairs  of  spectacles  were  supplied 
to  persons  not  sufficiently  blind  to  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
Blind  Persons  Act. 


Child  Life  Protection.— There  was  only  one  child  under 
supervision  during  the  year  who  was  frequently  visited  by  the 
Health  Visitor. 


Registration,  Etc.,  of  Nursing  Homes. — There  is  only  one 
Home  on  the  register  which  has  been  regularly  inspected  by  the 
Senior  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

No  unregistered  Homes  were  discovered  during  the  year  by 
the  health  visitors  or  midwives. 


Visits  made  by  Health  Visitors — 1939. 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. — In  my  previous  reports  complete  details  were  given 
of  the  wells  from  which  the  water  supply  to  the  Borough  is 
obtained  and  I  have  only  to  acid  that  the  source  of  supply 
remains  unchanged  and  the  quality  and  quantity  satisfactory. 
Each  month,  I  receive  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Manager  of 
the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Company  a  copy  of 
the  results  of  analysis  of  all  the  water  supply  to  the  Borough 
and  these  results  have  in  the  past  years  invariably  been  of  a 
very  high  standard. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — New  sewers  to  a  total  length  of 
ioo  lineal  yards  have  been  completed  by  the  Borough  Surveyor. 
During  the  year  1,337  feet  of  cast-iron  drains  and  5,924  feet 
of  stoneware  drains  have  been  laid,  and  new  cast-iron  soil  and 
ventilation  pipes  to  the  extent  of  745  feet  have  also  been  fixed. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — No  action  has  been  taken  for  the 
prevention  of  pollution  of  the  River  Wear  which  takes  the 
effluent  from  13  sewers.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  River 
Wear  is  a  tidal  river  and  taking  sewage,  little-  can  be  done  to 
prevent  or  mitigate  pollution. 

Closet  Accommodation. — During  the  year  153  broken  or 
otherwise  defective  water-closet  basins  were  replaced  with  new 
washdown  pedestal  basins. 

Below  will  be  found  a  table  showing  the  conveniences  in 
the  Borough  at  the  end  of  1939: — 

Houses,  &c.,  with  waterclosets  and  movable  ashbins  .  3676o 

,,  ashpits,  privies  and  ashpits,  pan  privies,  etc.  86 * 

*These  are  not  within  a  reasonable  distance  from  a  sewer. 

Public  Cleansing. — The  amount  of  refuse  removed  during 
the  year  was  93,234  tons,  viz.,  house  scavenging  73,828,  street 
scavenging  17,128,  gullies  2,278  tons.  The  arrangement  for 
the  removal  of  house  refuse  remains  efficient,  the  whole  of  the 
removal  being  carried  out  by  means  of  closed  carts,  most  of 
which  are  motor  driven. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area — The  number  of  visits  made 
during  the  period  under  review  by  the  district  inspectors 
(including  appointments  and  advisory  visits  with  owners, 
agents  and  tradespeople  with  respect  to  official  requirements, 
etc.,  inspections  and  re-inspections  of  premises  during  progress 
of  work)  was  20,671. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  BY  THE 
DISTRICT  INSPECTORS. 


Infectious  Disease  . 

,,  ,,  Contacts  . 

Alleged  Nuisances  (Unfounded  complaints  114). 

House  to  House  work  . 

Housing  Acts  . 

Occupants  . 

Drainage  . 

Work  in  progress  . 

Information  (Ownerships,  Ac.)  . 

Appointment  or  Advice  . 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . 

Schools  (Inspection  of  Conveniences,  Ac.)  . 

Public  Sanitary  Conveniences  (including  Licensed  houses,  places 

of  entertainment,  Ac.)  . . 

Vans,  Tents,  Ac . 

Stables,  Ac . . . 

Offensive  trades  . 

Streams,  ditches,  Ac .  . . 

Other  visits  and  inspections  . . 


Houses 

and 

Premises : 
visits  or  y 
examina¬ 
tions  on 
account  of 


821 
72 
1 ,531 
2,590 
4,650 
1,405 
1,750 
3,274 
613 
572 
57 
32 


6 

70 

281 

10 

2,909 


20,671 

■  >  1  - 


Total  Inspections 


20 


NOTICES  SERVED  IN  CONSEQUENCE  OF  NUISANCES,  <fcc., 
FOUND  DURING  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS. 


Nature  of  Notice. 

Verbal 

Intimation. 

Statutory. 

Total 

Notices. 

Owner. 

Occupier. 

Owner. 

Occupier. 

To  Cleanse  or  Repair  Drains  . 

45 

39 

162 

246 

,,  Renew  Drains  . 

3 

... 

•  •  • 

10 

13 

,,  Renew  Defective  Water-closet  Basin 

20 

10 

•  •  » 

48 

78 

„  Cleanse  Dirty  Water-closet  Basin  .. 

10 

7 

6 

5 

28 

„  ,,  „  Floor,  Seat,  etc.,  of 

Water-closet  . 

13 

10 

6 

1 

3 

33 

,,  Repair  Seat,  Roof,  Door  of  Water- 

closet  . 

21 

157 

•  •  « 

25 

203 

,,  Renew  or  Repair  Flushing  Cistern... 

16 

70 

•  ■  • 

56 

•  •  • 

142 

>>  j)  Pipe  . 

1 

17 

•  •  • 

10 

•  •  • 

28 

„  Provide  Additional  Water-closets  ... 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

„  Provide  Water  Supply  to  .Water 

closet  . . 

3 

12 

6 

... 

21 

,,  Abolish  Waste-water  closet  . . 

•  •  • 

... 

,,  Abolish  Privies  and  substitute 

Water-closets . 

... 

,,  Repair  or  Renew  Soil  or  Vent  Pipe. 

8 

5 

... 

13 

26 

,,  Repair  or  Renew  Bath  Waste  Pipe. 

5 

3 

1 

9 

,,  „  Lavatory  Waste  Pipe. 

9 

imt 

2 

.  •  . 

•  •  • 

4 

„  „  Sink  Waste  Pipe . 

10 

18 

7 

35 

„  Provide  new  urinal  . 

... 

,,  Repair  or  cleanse  Urinal . 

3 

•  •  •  « 

3 

„  Abolish  Ashpit  and  Provide  Dustbin 

1 

1 

2 

,,  Repair  or  Renew  Dustbin  . 

43 

138 

9 

190 

,,  Provide  Additional  Dustbin  . 

6 

33 

4 

43 

,,  Cleanse  Dirty  Rooms  or  houses  . 

24 

13 

19 

56 

„  „  ,,  Bedding,  etc . 

o 

o 

,,  Limewash  Staircase  Walls,  Yard 

Walls,  conveniences,  <Vc . 

1 

1 

,,  Repair  Windows,  Walls,  Floors, 

Ceilings,  etc . 

141 

777 

97 

1015 

,,  Remedy  Damp  Walls  . 

21 

261 

38 

320 

„  Provide  Light  and  Ventilation . 

1 

4 

1 

6 

,,  Repair  Roof  . 

25 

393 

•  •  • 

81 

499 

,,  ,,  or  Renew  Spouts . 

22 

276 

38 

336 

,,  Abate  Overcrowding  . 

1 

1 

2 

„  Provide  Domestic  Water  Supply  ... 

o 

9 

11 

„  „  or  Repair  Yard  Pavement... 

15 

59 

8 

82 

,,  Cleanse  Yard  Pavement  . 

5 

1 

5 

11 

,,  Remove  Offensive  Accumulations  ... 

37 

50 

24 

12 

123 

„  ,,  Manure  . 

4 

3 

2 

9 

,,  Abate  Nuisance  from  the  keeping 

of  Animals,  etc .  . 

4 

1 

2 

1 

8 

,,  Provide  or  Renew  Manure  Pit  . 

1 

o 

3 

,,  Pave  or  Repair  Stable  or  Byre  floors 

o 

2 

,,  Cleanse  Streams,  Ditches,  &c . 

1 

1 

2 

,,  Abate  other  Nuisances . 

122 

291 

... 

38 

451 

Totals  . 

639 

2667 

63 

6/4 

3 

4046 

DRAIN  TESTING. 


Nati 

| 

Water. 

ire  of  I 

Chemi¬ 

cal. 

'est. 

Smoke. 

Total. 

Defective. 

On  Request . . 

10 

5 

19 

34 

7 

On  Complaint . 

.  *  . 

. .  . 

8 

8 

6 

On  Suspicion  of  N uisance . ,  . 

•  .  • 

2 

9 

11 

3 

On  Account  of  Infectious  Disease  . 

• «  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Work  in  progress  . 

505 

•  •  » 

83 

588 

66 

Retested  . 

136 

... 

4 

140 

1 

Totals . 

j  651 

8 

123 

782 

83 

NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  WORK  PERFORMED. 


Drains  cleansed  or  repaired  . 

230 

,,  renewed 

/length  N 

Metal  2  in .  62  ft. 

'  ,,  in .  75  ft.  1 

1 

,,  4  in . 1200  ft.  j 

Stoneware  6  in. . .  160  ft.  1 
^  ,,  4  in.  5764  ft.  ' 

Watercloset  basin  renewed  . 

153 

)5 

,,  cleansed  . 

18 

55 

floor,  seat,  &c., 

cleansed  . 

37 

55 

seat,  roof,  door 

repaired  . 

168 

55 

cistern  renewed 

or  repaired  . 

115 

55 

flushing  pipe 

renewed  or  repaired 

28 

55 

additional  provided . 

75 

55 

water  supply 

provided  . 

18 

Waste  watercloset  abolished  ... 

... 

Privy  abolished  and  watercloset 

substituted  . 

Soil  or  Vent  Pipe  repaired  (or 

renewed)  [length  745  ft.] 

•  *  • 

Bath  waste  pipes  repaired  (or 

renewed)  .  ... 

10 

Lavatory  waste  pipes  repaired 

(or  renewed) . 

3 

Sink  waste  pipe  repaired  (or 

renewed)  . 

32 

New  urinal  provided  . 

7 

Urinal  repaired  or  cleansed  .  2 

Ashpit  abolished  and  dustbin 

provided  . 2 

Dustbin  repaired  or  renewed  ...  197 

Dustbin,  additional  provided  ...  51 

Dirty  rooms  or  houses  cleansed..  36 

,,  bedding,  &c.,  cleansed  ...  2 

Staircase  walls,  yard  walls,  con¬ 
veniences,  &c ,  limewashed  5 
Windows,  walls,  floors,  ceilings, 

&c.,  repaired  .  744 

Dampness  remedied  .  179 

Light  and  Ventilation  provided  2 

Roof  repaired  .  366 

Spouts  renewed  or  repaired .  305 

Overcrowding  abated .  ..  1 

Domestic  water  supply  provided 
Yard  pavement  provided  or 

repaired  .  55 

Yard  pavement  cleansed  .  9 

Offensive  accumulations  remov-d  93 

Manure,  &c.,  removed  .  7 

Keeping  of  animals,  nuisance 

abated  .  6 

Manure  pit  provided  or  renewed  1 
Stable  or  byre  floors  paved  or 

repaired  .  2 

Streams,  ditches,  &c.,  cleansed  ..  1 

Other  nuisances  abated .  303 


Inspection  of  Theatres,  Etc. — There  are  19  licensed  places 
of  entertainment  in  the  Borough  and  a  systematic  inspection 
has  been  carried  out.  A  special  inspection  was  made  on  behalf 
of  the  Licensing  Authority  and  certain  recommendations  made 
with  regard  to  cleanliness,  re-decorations  and  repairs.  These 
recommendations  were  all  carried  out  satisfactorily. 

Legal  Proceedings. — In  3  cases  only  were  legal  proceedings 
taken  during  the  year,  2  of  which  were  taken  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 


Complete  Table  of  Legal  Proceedings,  1939. 


Particulars  of  Complaint. 

j  - - - -  ...  ... 

No. 

of 

Cases. 

Result. 

Selling  Milk  deficient  in  milk  fat 

2 

1  Fined  20s.  and  Analyst’s 
Fee. 

1  Dismissed. 

Roof  out  of  repair  ... 

1 

Abatement  Order  made. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — There  are  6  common  lodging 
houses  in  the  Borough  and  these  provide  accommodation  for 
397  lodgers.  The  high  standard  of  cleanliness  and  conduct  has 
again  been  maintained  as  during  former  years. 

Seamen’s  Lodgings.  —In  addition  to  the  common  lodging 
houses  mentioned  above,  there  are  facilities  for  sleeping  and 
recreation  at  the  Seamen’s  Mission  and  Institute  in  Tatham 
Street  and  the  National  Sailors’  Institute  at  Murton  Street. 

Cellar  Dwellings. — Every  opportunity  has  again  been  taken 
during  1939  to  close  cellar  dwellings,  a  large  number  having 
been  closed  under  Section  12  in  addition  to  a  number  under 
Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  whilst  the  houses  were 
undergoing  reconditioning. 


2  3 


Offensive  Trades. — The  number  of  establishments  carrying 
on  offensive  trades  in  the  Borough  is  122  ;  of  these,  101  are  fish 
friers. 


Fish  Curing  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fish  Frying  ...  ...  ...  .  101 

Skin  (Gut  and  Casings)  Preparing  Houses  3 
Marine  Stores  (Rag  and  Bone,  &c., 

Dealers)  . ...  7 

Hide  and  Skin  Warehouses  ...  ...  3 

Tallow  Melting  and  Grease  Works  ...  1 

Tripe  Preparers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Knackery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Soap  Works  .  .  1 


122 


Four  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  the 
consent  of  the  Local  Authority  to  the  establishment  of  the 
offensive  trade  of  fish  frying  ;  two  were  refused.  An  application 
to  adapt  premises  for  the  transfer  of  the  offensive  trade  of  gut 
scraping  was  declined  as  was  also  an  application  for  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  marine  store. 

Plans.— The  practice  of  all  plans  for  new  buildings  being 
submitted  to  this  office  for  examination  in  relation  to  sanitary 
works  has  been  continued  throughout  the  year.  This  is  an 
important  connection  between  the  Building  Surveyor  and  the 
Health  Office.  The  total  number  of  plans  examined  and 
commented  upon  was  307,  as  compared  with  41 1  for  the  previous 
year. 


Rat  Repression. — Particulars  of  the  work  done  by  the  rat 
Catcher  for  the  Borough  are  given  in  the  subjoined  table : — 


Premises  inspected  on  receipt  of  complaint  . 

Rats,  caught  by  dogs,  traps,  or  killed  by  hand  or 

poisoned  . 

Visits  for  purposes  of  observation,  work  in  progress, 

or  work  done  . . . 


123 


996 


2173 


24 


National  Hat  l/Vcek,  6th — 11th  November,  1939. — During 
National  Rat  Week,  as  is  usual  in  this  Borough,  activities  were 
increased  in  the  war  on  these  rodents. 

Numerous  visits  were  paid  to  occupiers  of  houses  and 
business  premises  by  the  Borough  Rat  Catcher  in  addition  to 
Ins  loutme  work,  expert  advice  being  tendered  with  emphasis 
on  the  responsibility  of  the  occupants  to  rid  their  premises  of 
these  pests.  Many  traps,  in  addition  to  the  laying  of  poison 
baits,  were  set  with  very  satisfactory  results. 

Ra^  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928. — There  are  no  premises  in 
the  Borough  where  rag  flock  is  actually  manufactured  although 
it  is  used  by  a  number  of  firms  in  the  process  of  their  particular 
trade.  No  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  under  review. 

DRAINAGE  OF  NEW  HOUSES  ANH  OTHER  BUILDINGS. 

The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the 
inspectors  engaged  for  this  particular  branch  of  the  Department  as  com¬ 
pared  with  1938.— 


Inspections 

Water  Tests 

Smoke 

Tests. 

Final 

Tests. 

FIRST. 

RETESTS. 

1939 

1938 

5825 

6868 

5503 

6177 

701 

543 

951 

963 

*859 

1275 

This  total  does  not  include  tests  to  each  individual  flat  where 
lose  aie  concerned,  but  to  the  stacks  to  which,  each  flat  is  attached. 


Drains  Tested  (Feet). 

Stoneware. 

Cast  Iron. 

1939 

1938 

4  ins. 
69074 
80048 

6  ins. 

17346 

17824 

9  ins, 
1855 
3131 

4  ins. 
2674 
1638 

6  ins. 
385 

428 

9  ins. 

40 

25 


Factories,  Workshops,  Shops  and  Offices.— On  this  and  on 
following  pages  will  be  found  a  complete  summary  of  the  work 
done  in  connection  with  Factories,  Workshops,  Shops  and 
Offices. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  &  WORKPLACES. 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 
1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Premises. 

(1) 

Is  umber  of 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power... 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (in¬ 
cluding  works  of  building  and 
engineering  construction  but 
not  .  including  outworkers’ 

premises). 

Total  . 

151 

491 

42 

104 

642 

146 

t - r 

26 


2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

l _ — 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which  Prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector. 

U) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1)... 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

(S.  2)... 

- — 

- — 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.  3)  ...  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.  4) 

1 

1 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
(S.  6) 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary 
Conveniences  - 
(S.  7)  j 

'  insufficient. . . 
unsuitable  or 
defective... 
not  separate 
w  for  sexes... 

154 

43 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

♦  •  •  «  •  • 

38 

26 

— 

— 

(Not>  including  offences  re¬ 
lating  to  Home  Work  or 
offences  under  the  Sec¬ 
tion  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  (Factories  and 
Workshops  Transfer  of 
Powers)  Order,  1921,  and 
re-enacted  in  the  Third 
Schedule  to  the  Factories 
Act,  1937.) 

Total 

•  •  •••  •  • 

199 

76 

— 

— 
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THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Inspections  have  been  maintained  during  the  year  of  all 
premises  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

There  are  260  bakehouses  in  the  Borough  and,  with  few 
exceptions,  a  high  standard  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene  has  been 
maintained.  The  3  underground  bakehouses  in  the  Borough 
which  have  been  approved  by  the  Local  Authority  are  being 
conducted  in  accordance  with  the  special  provisions  provided 
by  the  Act. 

The  Sanitary  Accommodation  Regulations  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  under  section  7  of  the  Act  have  been  enforced 
during  the  year  particularly  in  regard  to  shipyards  and  engin¬ 
eering  shops.  Upon  inspection  of  these  premises  it  was  found 
that  the  existing  conveniences  were  much  below  the  standard 
required  by  these  new  regulations,  and  in  consequence  repre¬ 
sentations  were  made  to  the  various  managements  bringing  to 
their  notice  their  obligations  in  this  matter.  The  response  to 
these  representations  was  immediate  and  all  shipyards  and 
engineering  shops  have  now  modem  sanitary  conveniences 
available  for  the  workers. 

WORKPLACES  (INCLUDING  OFFICES). 

56  visits  were  paid  during  the  year  to  workplaces.  16 
intimation  notices  to  remedy  nuisances  and  2  statutory  notices 
to  provide  suitable  sanitary  accommodation  were  served  and 
all  were  complied  with  satisfactorily. 

THE  SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

1,452  visits  and  re-visits  were  paid  to  shops  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year  for  the  detection  of  nuisances  abatable  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts  and  for  securing  the  observance  of  the 
provisions  of  sections  10  and  12  of  the  above-named  Act. 

The  following  tables  give  the  necessary  information  regard¬ 
ing  the  notices  served  and  complied  with. 


THE  SHOPS  ACT,  1934  (SECTION  10). 

The  following  work  has  been  performed  by  the  Inspector  appointed 
for  the  purpose.  A  total  of  1,452  visits  were  made :? — 


Sub-Sections. 

Notices 

Served. 

Total 

Complied 

with, 

Intimation. 

Statutory. 

Served. 

Total. 

la.  To  provide  and  maintain 
suitable  ventilation  . 

7 

1 

8 

8 

lb.  Provide  and  maintain 
reasonable  temperature 

7 

— 

7 

7 

2.  Provide  and  maintain 
suitable  and  sufficient 
w.c . . . . 

21 

3 

24 

24 

3.  Provide  suitable  and 
sufficient  lighting  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Provide  and  maintain 
washing  facilities  . 

38 

15 

53 

53 

5.  Provide  and  maintain 
facilities  for  meals  . 

2 

— 

2 

2 

Totals . 

75 

19 

94 

94 

THE  SHOPS  ACT,  1934  (SECTION  12). 


Written  Notices  to  the 
Occupier  to  Provide 
Seats. 

Notices  Complied 
with. 

1.  Seats  for  the  use  of 
female  assistants. 

4 

4 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  (IN  RELATION  TO  SHOPS). 


Notices  Served. 

Notices  Complied 
with. 

Intimation. 

Statutory. 

To  abate  nuisances  ... 

41 

5 

33 

29 


PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT,  1933. 

42  persons  or  companies  and  66  premises  are  registered 
with  the  Local  Authority  as  “  listed  sellers  ”  of  poisons  (Part 

II.). 


150  visits  were  paid  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the 
packing  and  labelling  of  poisons,  and  for  the  inspection  of  the 
poisons  sale  book  kept  by  persons  retailing  certain  scheduled 
poisons. 

I  unregistered  person  was  detected  and  warned  for  selling 
restricted  poisons  and  another  registered  person  was  warned  for 
selling  poisons  improperly  labelled. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925  (Section  72). 

FOOD  &  DRUGS  ACT,  1938  (Section  13). 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  under  these  sections 
to  premises  used  for  the  storage  and  the  sale  of  food  and  drink 
intended  for  human  consumption.  Special  attention  has  been 
given  to  beer  cellars  and  the  improvements  made  in  these  places 
during  the  previous  years  have  been  maintained. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  (Section  89). 

This  section  empowers  the  Local  Authority  to  insist  upon 
a  suitable  number  of  sanitary  conveniences  for  all  premises 
frequented  by  persons  for  the  partaking  of  refreshment.  Public 
houses  are  premises  that  fall  within  the  scope  of  this  section 
and  80  notices  were  served  upon  owners  to  provide  suitable 
and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences.  53  of  these  notices  have 
been  complied  with.  In  most  instances  where  notices  have  been 
complied  with,  the  owners  found  it  necessary  to  carry  out  large 
structural  alterations  so  as  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  Local 
Authority,  and  in  so  doing  took  the  opportunity  of  modernising 
the  accommodation  for  the  tenants  by  installing  baths,  washing 
facilities,  etc.,  and  providing  separate  entrances  to  the  living 


30 


quarters.  All  the  alterations  carried  out  had  the  approval  of  the 
licensing  authority  who  have  expressed  satisfaction  on  the 
additional  amenities  provided  for  the  public,  the  staffs  and  the 
managers  and  their  families  living  on  the  premises. 

Camping  Sites.— There  are  no  sites  in  the  Borough  licensed 
for  this  particular  purpose. 

Smoke  Abatement. — Twenty  observations  were  made  during 
the  year  and  six  defaults  were  found  ;  two  occupiers  were  con¬ 
cerned.  In  one  case  an  improvement  was  made  as  soon  as  the 
attention  of  the  occupier  of  the  factory  concerned  was  drawn 
to  the  matter.  In  the  second  case  arrangements  were  made  for 
the  provision  of  new  steam  raising  plant  but  the  scheme  is  at 
present  in  abeyance,  the  delay  being  probably  due  to  war 
conditions. 

One  new  steam  raising  plant  is  in  course  of  erection. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. — There  are  three  plunge  baths 
in  the  Borough.  Owing  to  the  war,  however,  it  has  been  con¬ 
sidered  expedient  to  close  one  temporarily,  viz.,  Newcastle  Road 
Baths. 

A  number  of  samples  were  obtained  during  the  year  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination ;  the  results  obtained 
proved  the  purity  of  the  water  to  be  up  to  the  bacteriological 
standard  of  good  drinking  water. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs.- — Six  Council  houses  and  eleven 
other  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bugs  during  the 
year  and  these  were  subsequently  disinfested.  In  addition,  712 
overcrowded  and  slum  area  tenants  were  removed  after  disin¬ 
festation  of  their  furniture  and  effects  to  Council  houses.  It  is 
the  routine  practice  in  this  Borough  to  provide  all  tenants 
previous  to  removal  to  a  Council  house  with  a  supply  of  paraffin, 
carbolic  soap,  and  an  instructive  leaflet  to  enable  them  to  cleanse 
and  treat  all  furniture,  picture  frames,  bedding,  etc.,  previous 
to  the  day  of  removal.  When  this  has  been  carried  out  satis¬ 
factorily,  such  furniture  is  sprayed  with  “  Zaldecide  ”  by  the 


Council’s  disinfesting  officer  and  the  bedding  removed  to  a 
disinfecting  station  and  returned  after  treatment  to  the  new 
house.  A  cart  is  also  in  attendance  for  the  removal  of  refuse 
and  unwanted  articles.  In  normal  times,  periodical  visits  are 
made  to  ascertain  whether  any  reinfestation  has  occurred  but 
owing  to  the  exceptional  circumstances  obtaining  these  visits 
have  had  to  be  considerably  curtailed.  Tenants  are,  however, 
advised  to  notify  the  Department  should  vermin  be  discovered 
when  disinfestation  is  again  carried  out  by  the  local  authority. 
The  method  employed  has  proved  both  economical  and  satis¬ 
factory. 

Schools. — Sanitary  supervision  of  schools  was  carried  out 
as  usual  by  the  Inspectorial  staff  during  the  year,  the  number 
of  visits  being  32. 


SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 

The  first  five  years’  programme  of  Slum  Clearance  has  been 
completed  and  the  families  from  these  areas  have  been  re-housed. 
It  has  been  possible  also  to  commence  the  over-crowding  problem 
and  during  the  year  G T9  families  have  been  re-housed.  The  second 
five  years’  programme  of  Slum  Clearance  has  been  prepared  but  is 
now  in  abeyance. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1939. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  ...  856 

1  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts)  ..*  ...  ...  ...  ...  4647 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  10524 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  192d  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  165 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1747 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ..  ...  ...  4 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  161 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  notices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers...  ...  ...  ...  1610 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  138 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  7 

B.  — Proceedings  undor  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1875 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  1627 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  21 
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3  O 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1939. 

(  Cbn  tinned) . 

0. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu¬ 

ance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  4 

D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  « .  •  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
haying  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  4 — Overcrowding : — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7353 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  7353 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  (units)  ...  34855 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  679 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  4520 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding  .  Nil. 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  &  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Supply  . — Throughout  the  year  supervision  has  been 
maintained  of  all  premises  where  milk  is  produced  or  stored, 
and  the  cleanliness  of  farms,  dairies,  etc.,  has  continued  to 
afford  satisfaction  by  the  endeavours  of  all  concerned  to  uphold 
the  already  existing  high  standard. 

Cows  and  Cowsheds. — The  total  number  of  farms  visited  for 
purposes  of  inspection  of  cows  and  cowsheds  was  16,  the  total 
number  of  visits  paid  was  177,  and  the  number  of  cowsheds 
inspected  was  28. 

At  172  of  the  visits  the  sheds  were  reported  clean  whilst  at 
5  they  were  dirty. 

REGISTERED  DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Cowkeepers  inside  Borough  .  16 

Cowsheds  ,,  ,,  28 

Dairymen  ,,  ,,  6] 

Cowkeepers  outside  Borough  Registered  for  Sale  of  Milk  within 
Borough  . .  26 

Dairymen  outside  Borough  Registered  for  Sale  of  Milk  within 
Borough  .  8 

Milkshops  Bottles  6fU . 646 


Dairy  Farms  and  Milkshops _ The  following  tables  show 

the  number  of  registered  Dairy  Farms  and  Milkshops  in  the 
Borough  on  December  31st,  1939: — 


Dairy  Farms  in  the  Borough. 

Number  of  Dairy  Farms  in  the  Borough  on  the 
Register  on  December  31st,  1938 

Number  added  to  Register  during  the  year 

Number  removed  from  Register  during  the  year... 

Number  on  Register  on  December  31st,  1939 


1/ 

I 

16 
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Milkshops  and  Dairies  in  the  Borough. 

Number  of  Milkshops  and  Dairies  in  the  Borough 

on  the  Register  on  December  31st,  1938  ...  734 


Number  added  to  Register  during  the  year 

. . . 

Number  removed  from  Register  during  the  year... 

6 

Number  on  Register  on  December  31st,  1939 

•  •  • 

742 

The  following  visits  were  paid  during  the 
Sampling  Inspector  in  connection  with  the  Milk 
Act  and  Orders: — 

year 

and 

by  the 
Dairies 

To  dairies  and  milkshops 

•  •  • 

1,803 

To  cowsheds  ... 

•  •  • 

170 

To  railway  stations  ... 

•  •  • 

123 

NUMBER  OF  MILK  AND  CREAM  SAMPLES  SUBJECTED  TO 
ANALYTICAL  EXAMINATION  FOR  THE  ESTIMATE  OF  MILK 
FAT  OR  ADDED  WATER,  METHYLENE  BLUE!  AND  COLI- 
FORM  TESTS,  AND  FOR  EXAMINATION  FOR  THE  PRESENCE 
OF  TUBERCLE  BACILLI  DURING  1939, 

L  »-  111  ■" 

Chemical  Analyses:^- 

til  I  . . .  . « ..  ...  ...  ...  < .  •  ...  103 

Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  It 

Methylene  Blue  Reduction  and  Coliform  Tests: 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk .  28 

Accredited  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Examination  for  the  Presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli: 

Non-Designated  Milk  .  37 

Designated  Milk . 15 


MILK  SAMPLES  TAKEN  FOR  TUBERCLE  EXAMINATION. 

SOURCES  OF  SUPPLY. 


Local 

Farmers. 

Local  Dairymen 
per 

Durham. 

Yorks. 

Total. 

No,  Positive, 

Rail. 

Farmers 

17 

14 

21 

46 

6 

52 

1 

REPORT  OF  SAMPLING  INSPECTOR. 


Visits. 

No.  of 
Inspections. 

Defaults 

found. 

Coiu- 

munica- 

tions. 

Milk. 

To  premises  for  inspection  f  jr  regis- 

tration . 

14 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

,,  premises  for  removal  from 

register . . 

6 

.  •  • 

•  •  • 

,  inspect  milk  and  dairy  produce 

premises . 

660 

4 

4 

,,  inspect  cowsheds . 

185 

4 

4 

,,  ,,  retail  milk  shops . 

908 

... 

•  •  • 

,,  examine  milk  churns . 

1435 

•  •  • 

milk  vehicles . 

454 

... 

... 

Ice-Cream. 

To  inspect  barrows  and  utensils . 

60 

•  •  . 

•  •  * 

,,  manufacturers’  premises.... 

432 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

,,  merchants’  premises . 

20 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

,,  ,,  vendors’  premises . 

196 

... 

... 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

To  obtain  milk  and  cream  samples . 

l  rrr 

I  /  / 

26 

21 

,,  ,,  other  samples  . 

182 

7 

6 

Bacteriology. 

To  obtain  milk  samples . 

176 

41 

6 

„  ,,  water  samples  (swimming 

baths,  boating  pool  and 

High  field  Well)  . 

13 

... 

... 

Mtsceli  aneous. 

To  obtain  samples  of  rag  and  flock.... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

,,  fertilisers  and 

feeding  stuffs 

9 

1 

1 

,,  observe  smoke  emissions . 

20 

6 

1 

Other  visits  of  inspection . 

39 

... 

... 

37 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936, 

Results  of  samples  of  designated  milks  taken  for  the  purpose 
of  bacteriological  examination  : — 

Samples  were  taken  from  three  “  producing  and  bottling  ” 

establishments  and  from  two  establishments  which  are  “bottlino-’’ 

<*2> 

only. 

The  total  number  of  samples  taken  was  124.  Of  this 
number  89  were  submitted  to  the  Bacteriologist  for  Methylene 
Blue  Reduction  Test  only.  71  samples  were  certified  satisfac¬ 
tory  and  18  were  certified  unsatisfactory. 

These  unsatisfactory  samples  were  followed  up  and  in  each 
case  repeat  samples  were  continued  until  either  satisfactory 
results  were  obtained  or  the  unsatisfactory  supply  was  discon¬ 
tinued. 

Repeat  samples  numbered  35  and  these  were  submitted  to 
the  Bacteriologist  for  both  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  and 
Coliform  Tests. 

Samples  which  failed  to  pass  both  tests  numbered  22. 

In  three  cases  it  was  necessary  to  discontinue  a  milk  supply. 
This  action  was  voluntarily  taken  by  the  owners  of  the  bottling 
establishment  to  whom  the  milk  was  supplied  after  the  failure 
of  three  consecutive  samples  to  pass  both  tests. 


GRADED  MILK  AMD  ISSUE  OF  LICENCES. 

Licences  Issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 


Description  of  Licences. 

Number  in 
force  on  31st 

December,  1939 

Tuberculin  Tested  Producers . 

,,  ,,  Producers  and  Bottlers . 

2 

,,  ,,  Bottlers . . . 

1* 

,,  ,,  Dealers . 

Accredited  Producers . . . . 

33 

1 

,,  Producers  and  Bottlers . 

2 

. ,  Bottlers . 

1 

,,  Dealers . . 

31 

Pasteurising  Establishments . . . 

y,  (ed)  Dealers . . . 

— 

2 

73 

*This  licence  permits  bottling  of  either  designated  milks,  but 
each  grade  must  be  bottled  at  separate  times. 
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Ice  Cream  Factories,  Merchants  and  Vendors. 

The  total  number  of  Ice  Cream  Manufacturers,  Merchants 
and  Vendors  in  the  Borough  on  the  register  on  December  31st, 
1939,  was  l4 7- 

This  number  is  divided  as  follows : — 


Vendors 

Manufacturers 

Merchants 


1 19 

24 

4 


Improvements  in  the  structure,  light  and  ventilation  and 
drainage  of  places  of  manufacture  are  being  maintained. 

All  plans  for  proposed  new  places  of  manufacture  must  be 
submitted  to  the  Registration  Authority  for  approval,  and  so 
far  there  has  been  no  great  difficulty  in  persuading  manufac¬ 
turers  to  provide  premises  of  the  standard  required,  namely, 
a  separate  compartment  for  boiling,  washing-up,  and  sterilisa¬ 
tion  of  utensils  ;  a  separate  one  for  freezing  and  storage ;  and  a 
separate  one  for  cooling. 

662  visits  have  been  made  to  premises  where  ice-cream  is 
either  manufactured,  stored  or  sold.  Verbal  warnings  have  been 
given  in  cases  where  cleanliness  of  premises  or  utensils  was  not 
satisfactory,  but  in  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  take  legal  action 
to  enforce  the  Regulations. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


_  During  the  year,  50  slaughter-house  licences  were  renewed. 
The  number  is  one  less  than  111  the  previous  year,  due  to  one 
slaughter-house  being  included  in  a  slum  clearance  scheme  and 
demolished. 


C4RCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED, 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (approximate) . 

3482 

2152 

280 

36,000 

7720 

Number  inspected . 

1669 

2148 

144 

6790 

4589 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis — 

Whole  carcases  condemned . 

3 

5 

3 

32 

30 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned . 

65 

361 

6 

46 

242 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

affected  with  diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis . 

4-1% 

17-07. 

6-2% 

PI0/, 

5*9%. 

Tuberculous  only . . 

6 

42 

3 

18 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned . 

129 

1343 

1 

... 

180 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

64-47. 

2-77 0 

0 

0 

CO 

affected  with  tuberculosis . 

Q-0°/„ 

•  .  . 
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Detailed  table  of  diseased  carcases  destroyed  at  the  Wear 
Refinery  Works: — 


Disease 

Bullocks. 

Heifers. 

Cows, 

Calves 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

Totals. 

Tuberculosis  . 

3 

3 

42 

3 

18 

69 

Bruising',  Extensive . 

8 

1 

g 

Decomposition  . . 

17 

2 

19 

Dropsy  . 

2 

2 

Emaciation  . 

1 

6 

1 

Q 

Erysipelas,  acute  . 

1 

1 

O 

1 

Fever,  Acute . 

2 

15 

17 

Gangrenous  Pneumonia.. 

•  •  • 

i 

1 

Pyaemia  . 

• 

1 

i 

2 

Septic  Pneumonia . 

•  •  • 

1 

j 

„  Peritonitis  . 

1 

1 

„  Pericarditis  . 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Septicaemia . 

1 

2 

3 

Swine  Fever . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

8 

8 

Totals . 

4 

5 

47 

6 

32 

48 

142 

The  total  of  142  carcases  destroyed  is  an  increase  of  23 
o\ er  the  previous  years  total.  More  sheep  and  pigs  were 
destroyed,  eight  pigs  being  affected  with  swine  fever,  a 
notifiable  disease. 


TOTAL  AMOUNT  OF  MEAT  AND  OFFAL  DESTROYED. 


Found  during 
Routine  Inspection. 


Notified. 

Shops. 

Slaughter 

Houses. 

Total 

lb«. 

Reef  . 

32,502 

— 

— 

32,502 

Veal  . 

637 

— 

— 

637 

Mutton  . 

1,396 

— 

— 

1,396 

Pork  . 

5,114 

569 

935 

6,618 

Imported  Beef  . 

90 

— 

— 

90 

Offal  . 

21,011 

164 

30,762 

60,937 

60,750 

733 

40,697 

102,180 

Total 

: — 45  tons, 

12  cwti.,  1  qrs., 

8  lbs. 

The  total  is  an  increase  of  6  tons  1 1  cwts.  3  qrs.  22  lbs. 
over  the  previous  year’s  total. 


TOTAL  AMOUNT  OF  OTHER  FOODS  DESTROYED. 


lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Tinned  Meats  . 3,495 

Tinned  Fish 

....  90 

Fruit  . 

....  112 

,,  Fruits  ....2,346 

Wet  Fish  . 

.  667 

Vegetables  ... 

...  292 

,,  Vegetables  327 

Mushrooms 

.  28 

Rabbits  . 

...  200 

Milk  .  784 

Provisions 

.  852 

Total : — ■ 

4  tons,  2  cwts.,  9  lbs.,  a  decrease  of  1  ton,  18  cwts.,  1  qrs.,  20  lbs. 

on  the  previous  year’s  total. 


Public  Health  Acts,  1875  and  1890. 


Diseased  pork  and  offal,  sent  from  an  outside  area,  was 
found  deposited  for  sale  on  two  occasions.  The  consignors 
were  interviewed  and  warned  and  notices  about  the  offences 
were  forwarded  to  the  respective  areas  where  the  animals  had 
been  slaughtered. 

No  action  could  be  taken  locally  without  implicating  the 
retailers  who  gave  every  assistance. 

One  article  of  cooked  food  sold  to  a  customer  was  found 
to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  was  destroyed  by  order 
of  a  magistrate. 

Inspection  of  the  premises  where  the  food  was  prepared 
showed  that  all  precautions  were  taken  to  ensure  cleanliness. 
The  matter  was  settled  by  payment  of  compensation  from  the 
retailer  to  the  customer  who  desired  no  further  action  to  be 
taken. 

This  was  the  last  action  taken  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  as  the  sections  relating  to  food  were  repealed  when  the 
Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938,  came  into  operation  on  1st  October, 
1939- 


Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

A  number  of  warnings  were  given  for  infringements  of  the 
regulations  but,  in  general,  co-operation  by  the  butchers  has 
resulted  in  smooth  working. 

Slaughtering  on  allotments  further  decreased,  only  two 
notices  being  received. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Four  butchers  were  warned  for  failing  to  use  a  mechanical 
stunner  when  slaughtering  animals. 
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In  all  cases,  the  stunners  were  being  repaired.  The 
butchers  were  informed  that  it  was  advisable  to  give  notice 
when  mechanical  slaughtering  instruments  were  not  in  order, 
so  that  arrangements  could  be  made  for  the  temporary  use  of 
other  weapons. 

Applications  for  slaughtermen’s  licences  totalled  161,  the 
majority  being  renewals  of  existing  licences. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  &  Orders. 

An  outbreak  of  swine  fever  outside  the  Borough  resulted 
in  a  number  of  contacts  being  brought  in  for  slaughter.  Of 
these,  eight  carcases  were  found  to  be  affected  and  were 
destroyed. 


Central  Purchasing  Scheme _ Meat. 

Meat  supplied  by  contract  to  institutions  and  hospitals 
was  inspected  regularly  at  the  request  of  the  Central  Purchasing 
Committee. 

Generally,  the  meat  was  the  grade  required  and  of  good 
quality  and  condition,  but  variations  did  occur  and  reports 
were  submitted  on  a  number  of  occasions.  The  contractors 
made  the  necessary  adjustments  after  being  warned.  In  one 
instance  the  meat  was  returned  to  the  contractor. 

Control  of  Slaughtering. 

Lack  of  suitable  premises  for  centralised  slaughtering 
caused  some  concern  to  the  butchers  at  the  outbreak  of  war. 

Plans  for  slaughter  at  three  slaughter-houses,  after 
suggested  alterations,  were  submitted  to  the  deputy  Area  Meat 
Agent  for  consideration  by  the  County  Slaughter-house  Agent. 

Officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  inspected  the  premises 
and  agreed  that  they  could  be  made  suitable.  Accommodation 
at  one  slaughter-house  was  doubled  by  the  inclusion  of  two 
large  buildings  adjoining,  previously  used  as  garages  for  vans. 
The  former  tenant  was  assisted  to  secure  alternative  premises. 
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The  necessary  alterations  and  additions  were  made  under 
the  supervision  of  the  meat  inspector.  The  surface  of  the  road 
leading  to  the  slaughter-house  was  levelled  by  loads  of  clinker 
and  ashes  supplied  by  the  Corporation  Electricity  Power 
Engineer. 

Provided  that  no  strain  is  put  upon  the  accommodation  at 
the  three  slaughter-houses,  and  that  regular  times  of  killing  are 
maintained,  it  should  be  possible  to  examine  all  carcases  and 
offal  from  the  animals  slaughtered. 

Thus,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Borough,  it 
should  be  possible  to  derive  most  of  the  benefits  of  a  public 
abattoir  without  entailing  any  expense. 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD. 


Premises. 

Number  of 
Visits. 

Mbit  Trade — 

Butcher  Shops,  retail .  . . 

3,248 

Wholesale  Meat  Shops . 

312 

S  Laughter-houses . 

4,210 

Meat  Carrying  Vehicles . 

550 

Meat  Stalls . 

104 

Allotments,  Slaughtering  on . 

2 

Tripe  Preparing  and  Shops . . . 

64 

Fish  Trade — Shops  and  Stalls . 

214 

Poultry  Shops  and  Stalls . 

162 

Fruit  Trade — 

Petail  Fruit  Shops . < . 

482 

Stalls . ? . . 

248' 

Wholesale  Warehouses . 

12 

Provision  Trade — 

Retail  Shops . . . 

342 

Mrrket  Stalls . 

82 

Wholesale  Warehouses . 

72 

Public  Institutions  to  Inspect  Meat  Supplied  by  Contract 

70 

Hawkers . 

28 

Other  Visits . 

42 

10,244 
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INFRINGEMENTS  OF  ACTS  AND  REGULATIONS  AND 

ACTION  TAKEN. 


Offences. 


Action  Taken. 


Meat  Trade. 

Failure  to  notify  disease  . 

,,  ,,  ,,  slaughter  . 

Dirty  utensils  . 

Carrying  meat  uncovered  . 

Failing  to  wear  head-covering  while  carry¬ 
ing  meat  . 

Selling  unsound  cooked  food . 

Unsuitable  offal  receptacle  . 

Meat  outside  window  limits . 

Repairs  to  slaughter-houses . 

Dirty  slaughter-houses  . 

Choked  drains  . 

Mechanical  stunner  not  used  . 


Four 

Two 

Two 

Seven 


verbal  warnings. 

5  5  5  5 

55  55 

55  55 


55  55 

One  letter  of  warning. 
One  covered  bin 
provided. 

One  verbal  warning. 
14  notices.  Completed 
11  ,,  Cleaned 

and  limewashed. 
Three  verbal  warnings. 


Four 


Fruit  Trade.  \ 

Accommodation  of  refuse . 


Two  verbal  warnings. 


Provision  Trade. 

Selling  tainted  cooked  meat 


One  letter  of  warning. 
One  verbal  warning. 


Merchandise  Marks  Orders 

Failure  to  label  imported  meat . 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  tomatoes 


11  verbal  warnings. 


7 


55 


55 
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Adulteration,  Etc — With  a  view  to  curtailment  of  this 
Report  during  the  period  of  the  War,  I  am  omitting  the  tables 
usually  included  under  the  headings :  “  Samples  of  Food  (other 
than  raw  milk  and  cream)  and  Drugs  submitted  to  the  Analyst 
for  examination  ”  and  “  Analysis  of  Formally  Purchased  Food 
and  Drugs  ”  and  am  substituting  the  following  condensed  but, 
I  think  adequate  information  relative  thereto : — - 


182  samples  of  foods  in  common  use  such  as  butter,  flour, 
currants,  tinned  fish,  jam,  lard,  margarine,  sausage,  condensed 
milk,  etc.,  were  informally  purchased  in  addition  to  drugs, 
ointments,  etc.  ft  is  a  matter  for  satisfaction  that  7  only,  i.e., 
1  jam,  1  sweet  spirits  of  nitre,  and  5  samples  of  sausage  were 
certified  as  non-genuine  and  in  consideration  of  the  minor  nature 
of  the  adulteration  or  deficiency  it  was  considered  unnecessary 
(apart  from  the  sample  of  spirits  of  nitre,  in  respect  of  which  a 
letter  of  caution  was  sent  to  the  vendor)  to  take  any  further 
action. 


In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  informally  purchased 
samples,  154  formal  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  analysis. 
Of  this  number,  26  disclosed  a  deficiency  of  milk  fat  or  non¬ 
fatty  solids  in  amounts  ranging  from  1  per  cent,  to  17  per  cent, 
of  the  minimal  limits.  In  only  two  cases  was  it  considered 
necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  with  the  result  that  one 
case  was  dismissed  and  the  defendant  in  the  other  fined  20/- 
and  costs.  With  respect  to  the  remaining  offences,  letters  of 
caution  were  addressed  to  21  of  the  vendors,  the  other  3 
warranting  no  further  action. 


The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of  samples  of  milk 
and  cream  taken  during  the  year  and  examined  by  the  Public 
Analyst. 
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Article. 

Genuine. 

Adulter¬ 

ated 

Total. 

1 

Taken  formally. 

Taken  informally. 

Genuine. 

Adulter¬ 

ated. 

Genuine. 

Adulter¬ 

ated 

Milk  . 

135 

28 

163 

128 

26 

7 

2 

Cream . 

10 

... 

10 

.  .  • 

•  •  « 

10 

... 

„  Tinned... 

4 

... 

4 

... 

... 

4 

... 

149 

28 

177 

128 

26 

21 

2 

154 

23 

Summary  of  Non-Genuine  Samples  from  1915  to  1939,  in  respect  of 
which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  showing  Results  : — 

Producers  40: — 


Above  15-0%... 

-Below  15-0%... 

Dealers  71 : — 

Convictions .  55 . Dismissed .  16 

Above  15-0%...  Fined  .  35 . Dismissed .  8 

Below  15-0%...  Do .  20 .  Do. 


Convictions . 

.  12... 

...Dismissed.... 

..  28 

Fined  . 

.  9... 

...Dismissed.... 

..  14 

Do . 

.  3.. 

...  Do . 

..  14 

8 
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MUNICIPAL  HOSPITAL. 


The  detailed  clinical  work  of  the  Hospital  is  shown  in 
the  following  report  of  the  Medical  Superintendent : — 


“  I  have  to  report  again  a  500  increase  in  the  admissions 
over  the  previous  year. 

Out-patient  Department. — Shows  an  increase  of  3,528  attend¬ 
ances  over  the  previous  year,  the  figures  being: — 1938,  42,303 
attendances;  1939,  45,831  attendances. 

Maternity  Department. — There  has  been  great  activity  in  this 
department,  an  increase  of  376  cases  being  shown.  The  atten¬ 
dant  ante-natal  clinic  is  50  cases  up  on  the  previous  year.  A 
post  natal  clinic  was  instituted  and  39  sessions  have  been  held 
with  106  attendances. 

The  specialised  departments  of  T.B.  orthopaedic,  thoracic 
and  neurological  surgery  have  been  active  throughout  the  year. 

Medical  Staff. — The  appointment  of  Mr.  Jowett  to  carry  out 
the  School  Medical  Nose  and  Throat  work  has  increased  the 
work  of  that  department  and  created  a  new  clinic.  Mr.  Proud, 
L.D.S.,  took  over  the  reorganised  dental  section. 


Academic  Successes. — 2 O  nurses  sat  for  the  hospital  diploma 
and  all  were  successful. 


In  the  State  Final  Examination  24  sat  and  22  were  success¬ 
ful.  In  the  State  Preliminary  21  sat  and  18  passed. 
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15  candidates  presented  themselves  for  the  Central  Mid¬ 
wives  Board  examination  under  the  old  rules  and  all  were 
successful.  Under  the  new  regulations  16  candidates  took  the 
first  part  of  the  examination  and  all  were  successful  with  the 
exception  of  one. 

U; 

These  results  give  us  the  following  pass  percentages,  with 
comparisons  for  the  previous  year : — - 

1938.  1939- 


Hospital  Examination  .  100%  100% 

C.M.B.  (old  regulations)  .  80%  100% 

,,  (new  regulations — first  part)..  —  94% 

State  Final  Examination  .  91%  92% 

State  Preliminary  Examination  .  89%  86% 


Admissions  and  Discharges . — Full  details  are  given  in  the 

attached  tables  from  which  you  will  see  there  is,  again,  further 
increases. 

In-patients.  Over  and  above  the  usual  civilians,  no  Service 
Cases  were  admitted  up  to  31st  December,  1939. 

U 

Electro-Therapeutic  and  Massage. — The  increase  of  30  cases  on 
the  electro-therapeutic  side  has  entailed  an  additional  152 
attendances  over  the  previous  year.  The  massage  section  shows 
an  increase  of  450  treatments. 

Birth  Control  Clinic. — 2 1  cases  under  this  heading  were  dealt 

with  and  in  necessary  and  urgent  cases  special  requisites  were 
issued. 

The  table  on  the  next  page  shows  the  classification  of  the 
accommodation  for  sick,  maternity  and  mental  cases,  and  the 
number  of  beds  occupied  by  civilian  sick  (exclusive  of  casualties 
due  to  enemy  action,  A.R.P.  volunteers  injured  in  the  course  of 
their  duty  and  Service  Sick)  on  the  31st  December,  1939: — 


So 


BEDS. 


Classification 
of  Beds. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

Pro¬ 

vided. 

Occu¬ 

pied. 

Pro¬ 

vided 

Occu¬ 

pied. 

Pro¬ 

vided. 

Occu¬ 

pied. 

Pro¬ 

vided. 

Occu¬ 

pied. 

Medical  . 

122 

42 

J51 

47 

15 

12 

288 

101 

Surgical . 

21 

19 

10 

9 

10 

2 

41 

30 

Tuberculosis . 

26 

26 

32 

10 

8 

8 

66 

44 

Isolation . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

35 

10 

35 

10 

Maternity . 

.4. 

... 

54 

54 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

54 

54 

TOTAL  . 

169 

87 

247 

120 

68 

32 

484 

239 

The  following  table  shows  the  ADMISSIONS  into  Hospital  during 


the  year : — 

Males 

Females 

Children  to  16  years... 

1938. 

1,238 

2,611 

2,474 

1939. 

1,203 

2,955 

2,698 

Totals 

6,323 

6,856 

The  following  table  shows  the 
during  the  year  : — 

DISCHARGES 

from  Hospital 

Males 

Females 

Children  to  16  years... 

1,2-50 

2,606 

2,471 

1,205 

2,971 

2,764 

Totals 

6,327 

6,940 

Of  the  above  110  were  service  cases  admitted,  and  92  discharged 
during  the  year  ended  the  31st  December,  1939. 
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NUMBER  OF  PATIENTS,  1939. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  patients  treated  during 
the  year  compared  with  1938 : — 


1938. 

1939. 

In-Patients  (admitted)  . 

6,323 

6,856 

Out-Patients  . 

4,537 

...  5,196 

Totals 

10,860 

...  12,052 

IN-PATIENTS. 

Average  daily  number 

380 

352 

Duration  of  Stay  of  Patients. 

4  weeks  or  less  ... 

5,135 

5,924 

Exceeding  4  weeks  but  under 

1 a 

r  U  •••  •  •  •  •••  ••• 

707 

637 

Exceeding  13  weeks  . 

485 

379 

Totals 

6,327 

6,940 

Average  Stay  of  Patients  in  days.. 

240 

210 

OUT-PATIENTS. 

Total  number  of  patients  seen  in 
O.P.  Dept.  . 

4,537 

5,196 

Number  of  persons  subsequently 
admitted  for  in-patient  treat¬ 
ment  . 

293 

329 

Number  of  these  persons  who  had 
received  in-patient  treatment 
in  hospital  . 

472 

566 

Total  number  of  attendances  in  the 
O.P.  Dept . 

42,303 

...  45,831 

ANTE-NATAL  OLINIO. 

Number  of  women  seen  in  this 
department  . 

1,289 

1,336 

Number  of  attendances  entailed  ... 

8,239 

9,785 
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MATERNITY  DEPARTMENT,  1939. 


Number  of  Maternity  Reds  in  the  Institution: — 
MATERNITY  BLOCK...  54 
MEDICAL  BLOCK  ...  10  for  A.N.  Cases. 

Number  of  Maternity  Cases  admitted  during  year... 
Average  duration  of  stay  was  approximately 

Number  of  cases  delivered  by; —  1938. 

(a)  Midwives  ...  881 

(b)  Doctors  ...  79 


1938.  1939 

...  960  1336 

...14  days  14  days 

1939. 

1202 

134 

-  960  1336 


(Under  the  heading  “b”  32  cases  were  Caesarian  section 
in  1939,  and  the  remaining  102  were  abnormal- 
instrumental  deliveries.) 


Number  of  cases  notified  as  puerperal  pyrexia 

...  14 

26 

Number  of  Infants  not  entirely  breast-fed  whilst  in 

hospital 

.  .  .  - 

6o 

Number  of  Maternal  Deaths  (including  cases  not  delivered 

in  this  hospital  but  admitted  as  urgencies)  .  11 

13 

ANTErNATAL  clinic. 

Sessions  held 

...  155 

143 

Expectant  Mothers  examined  ... 

..1,346 

1,289 

Number  of  attendances  entailed 

,.9,785 

8,239 

Average  Number  seen  per  session 

...  72 

u8 

POST-NATAL  CLINIC. 

Sessions  held  ... 

•  •  •  • 

..  33 

Attendances 

...  • 

..  106 

GYNAECOLOGICAL  DEPARTMENT,  1939. 


OUT-PATIENT  ATTENDANCES. 

New  Cases  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  245 

Old  Cases  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  317 


Total  ...  ...  562 


OPER  ATIONS : — * 

For  Prolapse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Interposition  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total  Hysterectomy  ...  ...  ...  7 

Sub-Total  ,,  ...  ...  ...  y 

Vaginal  Hysterectomy  ...  ...  ...  3 

Salpingography  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Dilatation  and  Curettage  ...  ...  ...  25 

Ovarian  Cysts  ...  •••  •••  5 

Myomectomy  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  4 

Ectopic  Pregnancy  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Radium  Applications  ...  ...  ...  7 

Examination  under  Anaesthesia  ...  ...  3  2 

Fistulse  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  3 

Other  Operations  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Total  ...  ,..  160 


DENTAL  CASES— 1939. 
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522  patients  required  the  attention  of  the  Dental  Surgeon, 
Proud,  Ll.D.,  as  follows: — 


Extractions  under  General  Anaesthetic 
Extractions  under  Local  An, aesthetic 
Extractions  without  Anaesthetic 
Surgical  Consultations 


Extractions  entailed  ... 


Totals 


1938. 

1939. 

482 

472 

32 

32 

3 

1 

15 

17 

532 

522 

8252 

...  7004 

Mr. 


ANALYSIS  OF  ELECTRO-THERAPEUTIC  AND  MASSAGE  WORK 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1939. 


ELECTRO-THERAPEUTIC 

DEPT. 

Patients. 

Attendances. 

1938.  1939. 

1938. 

1939. 

Ultra-Violet  Ray  ... 

27  55 

414 

660 

High  Frequency  ... 

9  10 

237 

210 

Kromayer  ... 

22  23 

649 

582 

Total 

58  88 

1300 

1452 

MASSAGE  DEPARTMENT. 

To  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  139  cases  on  the  Register 
entailing  the  undermentioned  : — 


Department, 

Attend¬ 

ances  at 
Depart¬ 
ment. 

Massage 

Treatment 

!  Remedial 
Treatment 

Electric 

Treatment 

Rad 

Heal. 

From  Wards  . 

1031 

759 

143 

57 

223 

From  Out-Patients 

2561 

2047 

310 

588 

944 

Totals . 

3592 

2806 

453 

645 

1167 

5071 
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SECTION  r\ 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  notifications  for  the  year  under  review  have  been 
normal  with  the  exception  of  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
Measles,  1,278  as  against  493  in  the  previous  year.  The 
number  of  cases  of  Pneumonia  notified  also  show  a  slight 
increase  but  taking  into  consideration  the  severity  of  the  Winter 
we  have  experienced,  these  figures,  614  as  against  540  for  the 
previous  year,  are  very  satisfactory.  The  figures  for  the  other 
notifiable  infectious  diseases  are  normal. 


The  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  Regulations,  1939, 
came  into  force  as  from  23rd  October,  1939,  and  from  that  date 
until  the  end  of  the  year  only  22  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  have 
been  notified. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases,  excluding  tuberculosis,  notified  in  the  Borough  during 
the  year: — 
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Only  notifiable  since  23rd  October,  1939. 
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Co-operation  with  the  School  Medical  Service. — Co-opera¬ 
tion  with  the  School  Medical  Service  continues  along  sound 
lines.  A  daily  list  of  infectious  diseases  has  been  sent  to  the 
School  Medical  Department  and  circulars  to  the  head  teacher 
of  the  school  concerned.  Intimation  of  contacts  of  school  age 
of  cases  of  infectious  disease  has  also  been  forwarded.  Intima¬ 
tions  regarding  chickenpox,  scabies,  measles,  mumps  and 
whooping  cough  have  been  received  from  teachers  and  school 
nurses.  412  throat  swabs  were  taken  at  various  schools  and 
15  cases  of  diphtheria  or  carriers  were  detected  compared  with 
505  throat  swabs  in  1938  when  32  cases  of  diphtheria  or  carriers 
were  detected. 

Food  Poisoning — There  were  no  cases  of  Food  Poisoning 
notified  during  the  year. 


HOSPITAL  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


There  were  1,02;  patients,  including  34  Service  patients, 
admitted  to  the  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  during  the  year. 


The  following  are  t 
years : — 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 


total 

admissions 

1,143 

1035 

1,397 

1936 

1,460 

1937 

1,289 

1938 

1,144 

1939 

during  the  past  ten 

806 

8,27 

1,020 

1,099; 

1,027 
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The  following  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year : _ 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  158 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  400 

Tuberculosis  .  122 

Do.  Surgical .  66 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  n 

Tonsillitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Influenza  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia  ...  16 

Vincent’s  Angina  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Measles .  54 

Erysipelas  .  8 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  13 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  10 

Puerperal  Sepsis  .  2 

Enteric  Fever...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

German  Measles  .  22 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  ...  1 

Enteritis  .  3 

Dysentery  .  2 

Mumps  ...  1 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum  ...  1 

Laryngeal  Croup  .  1 

Scabies .  5 

Chicken  Pox .  2 

General  .  31 

Observation  .  54 


Total 


1,027 


Dr.  Thorp  reports  as  follows:— 

"  The  main  feature  of  the  year  was  the  increase  of  diph- 
“  theria  and  throat  conditions  admitted  from  the  town  and 
“  the  hospital  staff :  to  a  great  extent  these  infections  were 
“  increased  by  bad  ventilation  when  the  black-out  came  into 
“  force.  The  virulence  of  diphtheria  increased  and  the  number 
“  of  cases  of  paralysis  was  much  above  normal ;  the  death-rate 
“  also  was  greater  and  continues  to  increase.  It  was  noteworthy 
“  that  while  mixed  infections  were  often  present,  quinsies, 
“  streptococcal  throats,  and  Vincent’s  angina  all  showed 
“  paralysis,  in  the  last  three  the  paralysis  was  often  of  peripheral 
“  neuritis  type  and  came  on  about  two  months  after  the  onset 
“  of  the  disease. 
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“  Cerebro  spinal  fever  was  also  present  and  treated  mainly 
“by  M.  &  B.  693,  some  cases,  however,  required  serum  and 
“  many  lumbar  punctures.  Where  it  had  been  administered 
“  before  admission  to  hospital,  bacteriological  proof  was 
“  difficult,  though  classical  signs  and  symptoms  were  well 
“  marked.  I  have  reason  to  believe,  also,  that  the  administration 
“  of  this  drug  interferes  with  blood  reactions  such  as  the  Widal. 

“  1,027  patients  were  admitted  during  1939,  and  there 
“remained  in  Hospital  132  patients  on  January  1st,  1940. 

“  The  Bed  Isolation  Ward  admitted  464  patients  and  treated 
“  123  out-patients.  The  following  operations  were  performed 
“  in  this  ward 

39  Major  Operations. 

115  Minor  Operations. 

“The  Anaesthetist  administered  17  anaesthetics  (8  visits). 

“  Throat  conditions  were  the  cause  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
“  sickness  amongst  the  staff.  One  Probationer  Nurse  developed 
“  illness  from  which  she  died,  this  illness,  however,  was  not  of 
“  an  infectious  nature. 

“There  were  96  deaths — 21  Tuberculosis  and  39  Throat 
“conditions.  25  of  these  patients  died  within  24  hours  of 
“  admission. 

“  34  Service  Patients  were  admitted,  mostly  suffering  from 
“  Rubella.  1  out-patient  was  treated. 

“  County  cases — 5 1  patients  were  admitted,  there  were  5 
“  deaths. 

“  1 81  persons  were  immunised  against  Diphtheria.” 

Disinfection. — The  following  work  has  been  done  by  the 
Disinfecting  Attendant :  — 

Number  of  rooms'  disinfected  ...  ...  1,925 

Number  of  calls  for  bedding,  etc.  ...  ...  1,093 

T.B.  Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  192 
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The  work  carried  out  at  the  Disinfecting  Station  at  the 
Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  is  given  in  the  following 
table : — 


Articles. 

Disin¬ 

fected. 

De¬ 

stroyed. 

Beds . 

833 

15 

Mattresses . 

702 

10 

Blankets . 

2741 

27 

Pillows . 

1080 

34 

Quilts . 

619 

3 

Sheets . 

917 

30 

Bolsters . 

681 

8 

Sundries . 

2875 

58 

10448 

185 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Dr.  Rowstron  reports  as  follows: — - 

“  The  total  number  of  new  cases  registered  at  the  Centre 
at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  from  Sunderland  area,  was  799,  of  which 
299  were  non-V.D.  cases. 

The  total  attendances  of  all  cases  numbered 
compared  with  32,907  in  the  previous  year. 

Total  number  of  new  V.D.  cases  dealt  with  ... 

Total  number  of  cases  (new  and  old  and  non-V.D.). 

Number  of  cases  discharged  cured 
Number  of  cases  which  ceased  to  attend  before  com¬ 
pletion  of  treatment 

Number  of  new  cases  of  Congenital  Syphilis... 

42  expectant  mothers  attended  the  Ante-Natal  Department 
during  the  year,  of  whom  30  required  treatment. 

Of  these  4  ceased  to  attend  before  completion  of  treatment. 

94  sailors,  of  whom  41  were  foreigners,  were  treated. 

Twenty  mid  wives  and  3  nurses  attended  the  Centre  during 
the  year  for  instruction  in  venereal  diseases. 

Four  Sunderland  mothers  of  babies  with  notified  Opthalmia 
Neonatorum  attended  the  Clinic  for  investigation. 


21,651  as 


500 

1,230 

286 

108 

29 
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It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  is  a  decline  in  the 
incidence  of  the  Venereal  Diseases.  There  is  a  large  drop  in 
the  number  of  total  attendances  of  all  cases.  This  is  to  some 
extent  due  to  improved  methods  of  treatment  shortening  the 
period  of  attendance. 

The  proportion  of  cases  that  come  up  for  treatment  in  the 
very  early  stages  of  these  diseases  remains  very  satisfactory 
and  indicates  that  propaganda  is  having  its  desired  effect. 

The  expected  influx  under  war  condtions  has  not  taken 
place  but  the  necessary  measures  have  been  adopted  to  cope  with 
any  increase  that  may  arise  in  the  near  future. 

I  still  press  for  a  solution  of  the  problem  of  congenital 
syphilis  in  children.  The  prevention  of  this  is  one  of  the  out¬ 
standing  needs  in  the  field  of  the  venereal  diseases.  The  solu¬ 
tion  is  a  simple  one,  namely,  a  compulsory  blood-test  and,  where 
necessary,  treatment  for  all  expectant  mothers. 

I  should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  prevalence  of 
gonorrhoeal  Vulvo-vagmitis  in  children,  of  which  only  a  few 
cases  come  from  the  Borough  of  Sunderland,  the  great  majority 
coming  from  the  country  districts.  The  disease  is  assuming 
considerable  proportions  and  requires  further  investigation.” 

Cases  sent  by  Institutions  during  the  year  1939: — 


s. 

S.and 

G. 

S.and 

S.C. 

G. 

G.and 

S.C. 

NYD. 

Total. 

Welf  a  re  Centres . . . 

2 

3 

32 

37 

Royal  Infirmary . 

Children’s  Hospital . 

16 

2 

11 

1 

8 

38 

•  . 

• .  . 

3 

3 

Monkwearmouth  Hospital . 

2 

.  •  • 

.  . 

1 

3 

Rye  Infirmary . 

11 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  . 

12 

Municipal  Hospital . 

1 1 

2 

.  .  . 

14 

S’land  School  Medical  Officer . 

...  . 

»  .  . 

1 

.  .  • 

1 

Sunderland  Mental  Welfare . 

.  •  . 

f 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

St.  Agatha’s  Home . 

.  .  • 

1 

l 

Durham  Co.  Medical  Officer . 

1 

... 

.  •  . 

»  •  • 

3 

4 

Sunderland  Borough  Police  . 

. . . 

1 

... 

... 

»*• 

1 

TOTAHS . 

43 

5 

1 

17 

,  1 

48 

115 

ALMONER’S  REPORT. 

S’land. 

D’ham. 

Total. 

Visits  paid  . 

Interviewed  and  advised  about 

189 

37 

...  226 

attendance  . 

69 

62 

...  131 

Fares  arranged — Patients  . 

— 

82 

...  1 

Escorts  . 

— 

11 

j  93 

Fares  advanced  by  the  V.D.  C'Jinic.. 
In-Patient  treatment  arranged  at 

— 

11 

1] 

other  Hospitals  . 

1 

2 

3 

Conveyances  arranged  . 

1 

2 

3 

Transferred  to  Hope  Hospital,  Leeds 

1 

— 

1 

Extra  Nourishment  arranged  . 

9 

1 

10 

Referred  to  Rescue  Worker  . 

1 

— 

1 

Referred  to  Health  Authorities  . 

3 

— 

3 

Referred  to  Psychological  Clinic  .... 

1 

— 

1 

Special  School  arranged  . 

— 

1 

1 

Helped  with  Convalescence  . 

2 

2 

4 

Referred  to  N-S.P.C.C . 

1 

— 

1 

Referred  to  T.B.M.0 . 

Advised  and  assisted  with  dental 

1 

— 

] 

treatment  . . . . 

8 

4 

12 

Advised  re  various  problems  . . 

9 

3 

12 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


There  has  been  a  decrease  of  57  cases  of  tuberculosis 
notified  during  the  year  (28  pulmonary  and  29  non-pulmonary) 
compared  with  the  previous  year.  As  regards  the  deaths  from 
this  disease  there  were  24  fewer  than  in  1938. 

During  the  year  164  cases  of  pulmonary  and  98  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified,  making  a  total  of  262 
cases.  Of  these,  125  were  males  and  137  females. 

The  total  number  of  names  on  the  register  on  December 
31st,  1939  was  994,  as  compared  with  1,100  at  the  corres¬ 
ponding  date  of  the  previous  year. 

2  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  discovered  from  the  death 
returns  not  to  have  been  notified,  compared  with  14  for  the 
previous  year. 
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Letters  were  addressed  to  the  medical  practitioners  con¬ 
cerned  with  such  non-notification  and  in  both  cases  it  was 
reported  that  it  was  assumed,  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  case, 
that  previous  notification  had  occurred. 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  and  deaths  from  the  disease 
during  1939 


Age 

Periods 

|  New  Cases, 

Deaths. 

I  Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—1 

2 

1 

1 

1—5 

.  . 

8 

6 

,  , 

2 

1 

5—15 

2 

6 

13 

25 

,  , 

3 

15—25 

16 

32 

10 

16 

7 

22 

6 

6 

25—35 

19 

20 

1 

10 

11 

16 

1 

3 

35—45 

18 

5 

9 

2 

13 

4 

.  , 

.  . 

45 — 55 

20 

4 

l 

1 

14 

7 

2 

1 

65—65 

12 

5 

.  , 

,  . 

6 

3 

.  . 

.  . 

65  Upwards 

1 

4 

•  • 

•  * 

2 

2 

1 

*  * 

Totals  . . 

88 

76 

37 

61 

53 

54 

12 

15 

85 

10 

27 

107 

10 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

10 

15 

46 

1 

150 
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Report  of  the  Care  Committee. 


Summary  of  Assistance  granted  during  the  Year. 


Persons  helped  with  clothes 
Persons  helped  with  beds  ... 

Families  helped  with  bedding 
Patients  received  nourishment  grants 

Families  helped  with  cash  during  patients 
Hospital 

Families  helped  with  eggs  and  groceries 
Family  fireguard 

Surgical  Appliance — arm  supplied 
Glass 


stay  in 


Helped  with  fares  for  training 
Helped  with  cost  of  repairs... 
Families  helped — B.B.C. 

Families  helped  at  Xmas — coal 
Bristol  Funds  grants  ... 

Family  helped  with  Pent 
Chippie  Children,  per  Pound  Table 
Families  helped  with  parcels 


£  s.  d. 
30  4  8 
9  16  0 
12  16  6 
448  15 

15  2  6 
5  6  5 
0  15  6 
10  15  0 
0  14  0 
2  12  0 
0  4  11 
19  10  0 
3  8  0 
63  5  0 
0  15  6 

2  2  6 
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In  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary 
Dr.  Beal  reports  as  follows : — 

Total  Number  of  Attendances  at  Dispensary . 4  316 

Total  Number  of  New  Cases  ...  ...  >>t  ^  ^35 

Number  found  to  be  Tuberculous  ...  ...  ...  236 

>5  ,,  ,,  ,,  Doubtfully  Tuberculous  ...  ...  1 

>>  „  Non-Tuberculous  .  393 

Number  of  Pulmonary  Cases  ...  .  ...  ...  156 

,}  ,,  ,,  with  Positive  Sputa  ...  ...  97 

5)  5?  „  with  Negative  Sputa  .  59 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Pulmonary  Cases  Notified  in  Year  ...  49 

(1)  With  Positive  Sputa  .  36 

(2)  With  Negative  Sputa .  13 

Number  of  Non-Puhnonary  Cases  Notified  in  Year  ...  ...  93 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Non-Pulmonary  Oases  Notified  in  Year.  13 

Total  Number  of  Cases  Examined...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,793 

Total  Number  of  Contacts  Examined  .  475 

Number  of  Contacts  found  to  be  Tuberculous  ...  ...  ...  13 

Total  Visits  by  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  ...  ...  ...  5,937 

Number  of  Visits  to  Homes  by  Tuberculosis  Officer  ...  ...  189 

Number  of  Visits  to  Institutions  by  Tuberculosis  Officer  ...  123 

Number  of  Personal  Consultations  by  Tuberculosis  Officer  ...  50 

Number  of  X-Ray  Examinations  from  the  Dispensary  ...  354 

Number  of  Sputum  Examinations  from  the  Dispensary  ...  555 

Number  of  Patients  on  Domiciliary  Treatment...  ...  ...  131 

Number  of  Cases  of  Overcrowding  and  Sanitary  Defects 

reported  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  ...  161 

No  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  Section  172,  in  reference  to  the  milk  trade 
or  compulsory  removal  of  patients. 

There  has  been  no  evidence  of  excessive  incidence  of,  or 
mortality  from,  tuberculosis  in  any  particular  occupation  in  the 
area. 
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